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"Separating the Art from the Artist: 
Responses to Comedians’ Sexual 
Harassment Allegations"
Patrice A. Oppliger and Kathryn Mears
“Comedy Cellar Holds Night For Male 
Comedians To Workshop Sexual Harassment 
Apologies.” 
The Onion (November 27, 2017)
Comedians Accused of Sexual Misconduct
Bill Cosby Louis C.K. Al Franken Aziz Ansari
Defenders: 
Eddie Griffins, and Damon Wayans, and Dave Chappell.
Response from the Comedy World
Detractors: 
Hannibal Buress, Michael Che, and Eddie Murphy
Doubters: Jon Stewart and Marc Maron
Female reactions: 
Whoopie Goldberg, Sarah Silverman, 
Chelsea Handler, Bari Weiss
Shattered Illusions
“Can you separate the 
art from the artist? 
Can you listen to a 
Cosby album in the 
same way now?” 
(Colbert, 2017)
Audience’s Struggle: 
Zillmann’s Disposition theory
Art Imitates Life
Master of None Chewed Up One Mississippi
The Comedians become the Comedy:
Cosby Memes
Late Night Responses:
Male Comedians
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFmpKd7umrc
Late Night Responses: 
Female Comedians:
Cecily Strong, Tiffany Haddish, Samantha Bee
“Can one separate the art from the artist?”
• Masking function of comedy
• “One of their own”
• Expectation of making us laugh, broken our trust
